What Makes Agriculture in San Diego Unique?

° Ca]hcomia is #1 nationwide forfarm sales.'
o San Diego County is #8 in the state in 2001, with a Proc{uction value of
$1.% Bi”iom (nursery and flowers account for 66% ]oca”g}.
o) Agriculture is the 4&’ Icading imdustry in San Dicgo Coumt9.2

o | hereare 74.126 Farms in the state of Ca]i{zomia‘

o0 | he median state farm size is 28 acres.

o | he median size farm in San Diego Countg is 5 acres.

o With 5,925 farms, San Diego Countg has the second highest number of farms
in the (nited States.
o 3,897 farms (66%) are one — nine acres,
o 2,128 farms (54%) are ten acres or greater. The breakdown is:
" 1448 (24%) 10-49 acres
n 5]8( 5%) 50~ 179 acres
. 143 ( 2%) 180-499 acres

54 (less than 1%) 500 ~ 999 acres

65 <!ess than 1 %) 1,000 acres or more.

° Who are San Dicgo’s local farmers?
o 88% of farms are Familg owned.
71% of farmers live on their land.
59.1 is the average age of a San Diego Countg farmer.
15% of San Diego Countg farms are owned bg women.
102,079 acres (on 38 farms) }Delong to American |ndians, that's 61,601
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more acres than any other Calhcornia county.

*  American |ndians hold 22% of the farmland in San Diego Countg?

! Summary of County Agricultural Commissioner’s Reports 2000-01.
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o The State Farmland MaPPing and Monitoring Frogram’s minimum maPPing unit
for all map categories, with the exccPtion of Grazing Land and Water area, is 10

. 4
contlguous acres.

e (Governmentis the largest landowner in San Dicgo County.
o 2.73 million total acres in the Countg.
o 1.66 million acres (61%) are owned 53 some level of government,

" 46%federal, 7% state and 17% local’

e \Water has been an issue since commercial Farming began in this county.
O 200i1 San Diego growers pay an average of $650 an acreﬂcoot, Plus the
PumPing costs.
o ]n 1990 San Diego growers Paic] $190 per acre-foot.
o [ni1960it wasjust $ 14 per acre-foot.
° Neighboring ]mperia] Countg growers currentlg pay as low as $15
e \entura Countg with similar crops currentlg pays $379 per acre-foot.’

2001 ACRES VALUE 1991 ACRES VALULE
Nursery@Flowchrops 8,829 $855,1%8,9%1 7,197 $522,515,745
ruit & Nut Crops 44363 $2%0,001,0%2 52,211 $315,%16,17%
Livcstock & Foultry Froducts $67,121,686 $79,3544,084
Vegetable Crops 8,0%6 $111,621,875 9,382 $79,245,084
Livestock & Poultry $17465,747 $12,864,9%%
[Field Crops 144,812 $6,061,349 104,000 $5,740,298
Apiaxy Products $1,888,129 $54% 806
Specialtg Crops $442,658 $9%7,000
TOTALS 206,040 $1,289,741,407 172,790 $1,016,507,12%"

4 California Department of Conservation 2002

® SANGIS Land Use Data 2002

6 Agricultural Water Management Plan, San Diego County Water Authority, December 2001 &
Agricultural Water Use Profile of San Diego County, San Diego Water Authority, August 1993
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